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SOME NOTES ON THE GRASS GENUS
AMPHIEROMUS
(With the deseviption of a species new o seiclive)
By PO F. Mowmas, National Herbarm

The nume Am/:hrbwmm is dlevived  Trom the two Greek
words, auipily, “aroand™ or on both sides. and bramus, a wild
cat.” m reference to the resemblance of the grass to a hromns.
Onre canunon species 01 Bromus is B, wiioleides, H. 13 and 1.
Praivie Grass. which 1s an excellent {odder for mmst sitnations,
Cur common name Tor Amphibromus is Swamp Walluby.

The species of the genus shnphibromas are mnistare loving,
and they zre 10 he Tound growing in water, alongside yviver anks
andd on dneld swamps. Stock of all classes are fond of the nntri-
Liems fodder supphed by the plants, and T have noticed that rrong
are very affen canght in water shaded by a clump of Swamp
Wallaby.  Perhaps these fish are as fond of the ripened grain
as thev are nf the sced of Glyeeria fluitans. Mama Grass,
another swam)p species.

The classification of the speeies of these useful plams has
been in a very had state. and great difference of opnion has
existed fegarding their pames, My, Jason R. Swallen, whilst
dentifving a collection of  Australian grasses. found a1 new
species, which he has deseiihed as Amphibromas recurvatics
the Aniericon fowrnol of Batany. Vol 18. 1931. This species
wits collected in the National Dark, Tasmaniz, by ovwr fellow
member, Mr. Raleish A Black, who had forwarded o collection
ta the Uniled States National Herbariam., [ have found one
specimen of the plant from New South Wales, so it is quite
likely a native to Victoria.

Siv Joseph Hooker, i his monumental work the Flora Tas-
wonice, deals with two specics under the genus Danthonia,
namely D perose and 1. dveheri. Other writers have prcwed
that these species vightly belong to Dephibromus, hut <o not
separate the speeies.  An esamination of the Anstrahan material,
clearly shows. 101 my opinion, that Hooker was correct w sepa-
rating them.  Hiz figures agree exactly with specimens repre-
sented in the National Herbarivm coliections.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE GENUS

The genus [vomy the point of distnbution 15 a mosk nlevesimy
onc. anid there are now seven gpecies knowir to science.  South
Amnerica lias two, New Zealand one, and Australia four species.

There, are few examples of such o unigue distribution ol grass
species as that of Amphibromys.  In fact, there are only thtc-.
ceneva with shpilay disteibution.  Thev are Nistichilis. Salt
Grass, which grows avound our sea-coasts where it proves a



VoOL. LI October, 1934

THLE VICTORIAN NATURALIST

Plate XXVI

s species

Amphibromiu

Wallaby Grasscs,






Ort. & oy ) . -
vl Mornts, Aates on the Grass Genns Amphibroms, 143

useiul sand-Dindey, wad it is Tound in America aod  Anstrali.
Triodia 15 found 1n North amd Sourh America and Australia,
and it 15 represented in the Mallee anl the dey anterion by the
wellknown Porenpine Grass, 7. dwrizans.  The thicd geuus s
Leptoloma, which s found i North Awerica and North
Australian Stites.
Ky 10 SPECIES

Awn attached 1o the suddle of the lomma, nerves not protewdimg o
awnsg, --

£hs Flowers 4-7: awn bent 17-18 mun, Jong .. .. L A0 Nexsh,

Flowers 7-10: awn 12 mno long, straipght .. 2. A, GRACILIS.

Axen above the middle of the lemma, nerves protruding il awns —
Flowers 2-3; awn slightly above wiiddle,
mearly 14 em. bong, 1 em. long abhave the
bend .. A 2 iy g g s NED o
Flowers 4-0; awh near (he sunmnit, awn
heor 13-44 mm. long, 8-9 mnn above bend -
dark e e e a4 DL RECURYATUS,
L. Amphibromus Neesir, Stewd. Swamp Wallaby,

The synomymy of the specific name is rather lengthy, hud a briet
outling of troubles which hotauists have to contend with may he
of wterest.  In the Flora Nove Haollandi, 1810, Robert Brown,
deserihed the plant as ~loese noreass From 2 spechmen collecterd
around Port Jackson.  In 183 Stendel named the plant 4. Neestr,
Sir Joseph 1looker used the species name nervosa, but placed it
under Danthonig in the Tlora Tasmanica, 1838, Druce i1 Report
nf the Botanical Exchange Club British Isles records it as Amphis
browus nervosus (R.Br.), Deuces cAmplubromus neroosus, News,
i5 mven as a synonym ot Danthor by Hooker, hut Nees did not
publizgh u specific name, Tamarck in 1791 had published a pre-
vious Avend nervosd. i

Swamp Walaby 15 a perennial plapt with erect stems fron
40-125 cm. high. Leaf sheaths shghtly rough, hgule tapering
3-13 nin. Tong: leal-blades flat and Arm 15-20 cm long. 3-5 mam.
wide, nerves prominent rough above, nearly smgoth beneath.
Inflorescence a nautow panicle tapering 2040 an. longy. the lower
part enclosed by a sheath.  Spikelets on capillary stalks 14-2 <,
long, 47 flowered ; glumes obtuse or acute, the first 4-5 wun. long,
the second 36 mm. long, 3-5 nerved. lemmas with 5 nerves,
nbtuse, erose, the lowermost 6 mm, long, awn placesd just ahove
ihe middle; awn frownish gemeulate, fwisted below the hend
17-13% mnt. lang (hg, 4).

Found in wet places throughout Australia.

Amplibronms gracilis, P. F. Morris. Spaov.
Graceful Swamp Wallaby,

Culnius repens, natans: ramis erectis simplicibug 50-70 ¢m, al(i;
lipnkey wlongata, menbrunacea, subhyabina 7-10 mm. longa, Folia
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